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CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, WA 

SUB J : NAMIBIA: WHITES TO HOLD REFERENDUM: TURNHALLE 
PLENARY RESUMES 

REF: (A) PRETORIA 818, (B) PRETORIA 893 
BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . ALL-WHITE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF SOUTH WEST AFRICA 
LAST WEEK PASSED ENABLING LEGISLATION PROVIDING 
FRAMEWORK FOR WHITE REFERENDUM ON TURNHALLE PROPOSALS, 
AS REQUESTED BY CONSERVATIVE EBEN VAN ZIJL. SWA 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE WILL IN DUE COURSE SET DATE FOR 
REFERENDUM, WHICH WILL PROBABLY TAKE PLACE SHORTLY AFTER 
CONCLUSION OF PRESENT TURNHALLE MEETINGS. 

2. ON MARCH 2, TURNHALLE MET FOR FIRST TIME IN SEVERAL 
MONTHS IN FULL PLENARY SESSIONS. DELEGATIONS ARE 
REVIEWING ALL PROPOSALS RELATING TO INTERIM GOVERNMENT 
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WHICH HAVE BEEN AGREED ON BY CONSENSUS. DURING AFTER- 
NOONS, ABBREVIATED CONSITUTIONAL COMMITTEE IS MEETING 
TO ATTEMPT TO IRON OUT THE THREE REMAINING PRINCIPAL 
ISSUES: 

A. COMPOSITION OF CABINET OF INTERIM GOVERNMENT; 

B. FUNCTION AND POWERS OF THE PRIME MINISTER, OR 
CHAIRMAN OF COUNCIL OF MINISTERS; 

C. TECHNIQUE FOR LEGAL ENFORCEMENT OF BILL OF 
RIGHTS. 

3. MEETINGS ARE EXPECTED TO CONTINUE FOR ABOUT THREE 
WEEKS, DURING WHICH TIME IT IS HOPED CONSENSUS CAN BE 
REACHED ON ABOVE PROBLEMS. THIS WOULD PERMIT FORWARDING 
OF RECOMMENDATIONS TO SOUTH AFRICAN PARLIAMENT FOR ACTION 
BEFORE END OF JUNE. ON-SCENE OBSERVERS SAY THERE IS 
POSITIVE AIR OF EXPECTANCY THAT PROBLEMS CAN BE RESOLVED. 
SWAPO HARD LINE STATEMENTS OF LAST FEW DAYS SEEM TO HAVE 
STIMULATED DETERMINATION TO PRESS AHEAD EVEN FASTER. 

END UNCLASSIFIED. 

4. COMMENT: EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, WHICH HAS LEGAL POWER 
TO SET REFERENDUM FOR ALL WHITE VOTERS, IS MADE UP 
ENTIRELY OF LEADING MEMBERS OF SWA NATIONAL PARTY. 

PARTY'S HEAD COMMITTEE IS EXPECTED TO MEET WITHIN A 

FEW DAYS TO ARRANGE FOR A SPECIAL PARTY CONGRESS TOWARD 
THE END OF THE MONTH. FOLLOWING CONSIDERATION BY NP 
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CONGRESS OF SUCH TURNHALLE PROPOSALS AS MAY THEN HAVE 
BEEN PASSED, REFERENDUM WILL BE SCHEDULED BY SWA EX 
COM. ENDORSEMENT OR OPPOSITION OF NP CONGRESS IS EXPECTED 
TO BE MAJOR FACTOR IN INFLUENCING VOTERS. PRESUMABLY, 

A NEGATIVE VOTE IN THE REFERENDUM COULD RESULT IN WITH- 
DRAWAL OF AGREEMENT BY WHITE DELEGATES, COMPELLING THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT TO TAKE ACTION. CONSERVATIVES 
BELIEVE THAT NEITHER VORSTER NOR SA PARLIAMENT WOULD FORCE 
ARRANGEMENTS ON SWA WHITES WHICH HAD BEEN DECLARED 
UNACCEPTABLE THROUGH REFERENDUM. BOWDLER 
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